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About ACPE

The Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) is the national agency for the accreditation of
professional degree programs in pharmacy and providers of continuing pharmacy education. ACPE also offers

evaluation and certification of professional degree programs internationally and with ASHP accredits pharmacy
technician education and training programs.
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ACPE-accredited CPE is the gold standard for pharmacist continuing education in the United States.




Today's Agenda

State Board of Pharmacy Direct Application Process

How to offer activities and award ACPE CPE credit as a Board of Pharmacy

Digital CPE Monitor Audit

How the CPE Monitor system audits CPE regulatory compliance for licensees and boards

ACPE Credit Types

Defining and differentiating between CPE, IPCE, and CPD credit in a learner’s transcript

CPD Pathway

Supporting pharmacists through Continuing Professional Development for evolving regulatory
models
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SECTION 01

State Board Direct
Application Approval
Process

How a State Board of Pharmacy can award ACPE CPE credit




State Board Direct Application Approval Process

State Boards of Pharmacy submit the ACPE CE Activity Accreditation Application, assembled as a single PDF

with all required attachments.

Application Requirements

* Completed ACPE Activity Application

* Application Fee ($150 per contact/credit hour)

* Submitted as single PDF to ceinfo@acpe-accredit.org
*  Must be submitted 45 days prior to the activity date

What The Application Covers

* Activity details: title, date, format, location, hours

* Professional practice gaps and educational needs

* Learning objectives and active learning strategies

* Financial disclosures, evaluation methods, and learner
credit requirements

Review Timeline

Application + Fee: 45 days before activity

ACPE notifies board of approval: 30 days before activity
Upload learner credit CPE Monitor: Max of 60 days after
activity

After Approval and Awarding Credit

* Include the ACPE logo and accreditation statement
with the assigned UAN and disclose financial
relationships

* Collect learner NABP ePID number and DOB, upload
credits (P for Pharmacist and T for Technician in UAN)


https://www.acpe-accredit.org/wp-content/uploads/stateboardofpharmacy.pdf
mailto:ceinfo@acpe-accredit.org
mailto:ceinfo@acpe-accredit.org
mailto:ceinfo@acpe-accredit.org

Designating Individual CPE Activities for ACPE CPE Credit

State Boards of Pharmacy designate individual activities through the ACPE CPE Monitor® system:

Q Universal Activity Number (UAN)

Each CE activity receives a unique identifier tied to the
provider's accreditation number, credit type, and release date.

Q Content Review

All content must be evidence-based and free of commercial bias.

Q CPE Monitor® Submission

Completion records are submitted electronically so pharmacists'
transcripts are updated in real time.

Q Learning Objectives

Must be clearly stated, measurable, and aligned with identified
pharmacist and/or pharmacy technician learning needs.

Q Assessment Component

Activities must include an assessment to verify participant
learning (e.g., post-test, reflective questions).

Q Contact Hour Calculation

1 contact hour = 0.1 CEU. Hours are calculated based on
documented time needed to complete the activity.



SECTION 02

Digital CPE Monitor
Audit

How the CPE Monitor system audits CPE regulatory compliance




Automating Renewal with CPE Monitor

The Louisiana Board of Pharmacy integrated CPE Monitor into its online renewal system — automatically
auditing CPE records before a license renewal can proceed.

Renewal begins online CPE Monitor auto-audits Pass or stop

A pharmacist or technician starts The system automatically checks If requirements are met, renewal
license renewal in the Board's CPE recorded in the licensee's continues; if not, online renewal
online system. CPE Monitor account. cannot be completed.

Running since 2011 and kept current with each
Phased rollout: pharmacists at the end of 2022, board's CPE rules — Louisiana staff report
pharmacy technicians began May 2023. satisfaction, and other boards have expressed
interest.




THE CATCH

Automation Depends on Streamlined
Requirements

Automatic verification like Louisiana's only works when CPE requirements are clean and machine-
readable. As state-specific rules multiply, the audit process grows increasingly challenging.
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The challenge

* Every state defines its own CPE topics, hours,
and pathways

* Varied, non-standard rules can't be checked
automatically

* Complexity grows as scope of practice
expands

~

Gl progress — ACPE + NABP

* Developing state-specific tags and
requirement criteria

» State-specific criteria surface directly in CPE
Monitor

* Enables automated verification at scale

across jurisdictions
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THE COMPLEXITY CHALLENGE
CPE Requirements Have Grown
Dramatically

Over 20 years, required CPE hours, state-specific topics, and the sheer volume of accredited education
have all expanded — increasing complexity for learners, boards, and providers alike.

CE Activities Available to Learners

68,575

Boards require specific CPE

3 2 topicsin 2025 — up from 17 in

2005

8 8 Instances of specific required
topics across boards in 2025

1985 2005 2015 2025



EXPANDING SCOPE OF PRACTICE

New Services Drive New Education Needs

As boards grant pharmacists broader prescriptive authority and collaborative practice, the education
needed to support competence — and the rules governing it — keep expanding.

Services pharmacists now provide across jurisdictions: Pharmacy Technician
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Vaccination ] [Test&Treat ] Requirements (State Boards)
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2015 m 2025
Hormonal Contraception ] [ HIV PrEP/PEP ]

-
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Vs

(.

Vs
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28
Opioid Use Disorder ] [ Emergency Medications ] o 20
Long-Acting Injectables ] 3 12
o 3
Telehealth / Remote Monitoring

Regulatory shift: boards moving from a “Bright Line” model Require Require CPE  Specific topics
to a “Standard of Care” model. certification




SECTION 03

ACPE CPE
Credit Types

Understanding the different types of CPE credit available through ACPE



ACPE CPE Credit Types at a Glance

ACPE designates CPE activities by credit type, which must be specified in the Universal Activity Number (UAN).

ACPE Continuing Awarded for the completion of
Pharmacy Education activities offered by ACPE- 1 hour=0.1 CEU
(CPE) Credit accredited provides
Awarded for participating in education
Interprofessional A‘ de5|gn§d for learners of dlff(?rent
. . professions to learn from, with, and .
Continuing Education g . 1 hour = 1 IPCE credit
. about each other, offered by Joint
(IPCE) Credit JOINTACCREDITATION! Accreditation for Interprofessional CE
providers.

ACCREDITATION COUNCIL
FOR ACY EDU 10

Awarded for completing activities

Continuing Professional

Development (CPD) which reflect components of the 2 CPDUs for a completed cycle component
Units P G CPD cycle, offered by providers of (Reflect, Plan, Learn, Evaluate. Apply)
T Ve armenr ACPE-accredited CPD programs

All three credit types support ongoing professional development for pharmacists and pharmacy technician but differ in scope, structure, awarding bodies, and credit
type.




At-a-Glance Comparison of Credit Types

Accreditor

Audience

Learning Approach

Required for
Licensure?

Tracking

ACPE CPE

ACPE

Pharmacists & Pharmacy
Technicians

Structured, provider-directed

Yes — most U.S. jurisdictions

CPE Monitor®

IPCE

Joint Accreditation (ACCME +
ACPE + ANCC + Associate
Members)

Two or more health professions

together

Collaborative, team-based

Accepted by all state boards

CPE Monitor® + others

CPD Units

ACPE

Pharmacists & Pharmacy
Technicians

Reflective, self-directed

Accepted but not required by
most

CPE Monitor

An activity may be jointly approved for both pharmacists (P) and pharmacy technicians (T) when the content is appropriate for both audiences.
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SECTION 04

The CPD
Pathway

Continuing Professional Development: a reflective, self-directed model of lifelong learning




What is Continuing Professional Development (CPD)?

CPD is a self-directed, ongoing, systematic, and outcomes-focused approach to lifelong learning that is applied into
practice. It involves a cycle of reflection, planning, action, and evaluation.

REFLECT Learn APPLY

Engage in learning activities and

Assess outcomes and apply knowledge to
accumulate CPE

practice

Assess current competencies and
identify gaps

PLAN EVALUATE RECORD/REVIEW

Set learning goals and select CPE Assess current learning and determine if
activities additional learning is required Document learning and plan next steps




ACPE CPD Pathway: Key Features

The CPD Pathway provides an alternative framework for pharmacists to document and demonstrate learning. Key
features include:

Self-Directed Learning

Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians identify their own
learning needs and select activities aligned with their
practice. CPD aligns with individual professional context.

Practice-Based Focus

CPD emphasizes applying learning to improve patient care
outcomes and professional practice.

Ongoing Reflection

Requires documented reflection on learning activities and
their impact on practice.

Portfolio-Based Documentation

Pharmacists and technicians document learning plans,
activities completed, and application to practice.

ACPE Recognition

ACPE has developed the CPD Pathway to support states
that wish to incorporate CPD requirements into their CE
framework for pharmacist licensure renewal.

Integration with Traditional CPE

CPD does not replace ACPE-accredited CPE; it
complements it by providing a structure for how
practitioners select and use CPE activities.



Proves
Competence, Not
Hours

CPD's reflect—plan—act—
evaluate cycle documents
real, ongoing competence
— not just seat-time.

a

How CPD Fits Standard-of-Care Regulation

Three reasons ACPE's CPD model works for competency-based pharmacy regulation:

Tied to Real
Practice

Learning matches each
pharmacist's actual scope
and patient-care
responsibilities.

|2

Audit-Ready &
Flexible

Portfolios give boards
verifiable evidence that
adapts to any state's rules.



State Board of Pharmacy: Key Considerations

Incorporating ACPE CPE and the CPD Pathway into state board CE requirements:

Offering Their Own CPE Credit

State boards wishing to offer their own CPE credit have two options: (1) become an ACPE accredited provider, or (2) use the ACPE Activity
Accreditation Application to accredit individual activities.

Real-Time CPE Monitor® Audits for License Renewal

States like Louisiana audit learner CPE in real-time, allowing them to review if CPE was completed for all licensed pharmacists and pharmacy
technicians prior to license renewal.

Increasingly Complex CPE Requirements and Credit Types

As pharmacy practice continues to expand and evolve, learners are often expected to complete additional education to provide enhanced or
new services. Learners are increasingly engaging in IPCE, CPE, and CPD, which all contribute to licensure and certification.

Adopting the CPD Pathway

States can work with ACPE to adopt a CPD-based renewal pathway, allowing pharmacists to document learning in a portfolio rather than
tracking hours alone. The CPD process reflects expectations of the Standard-of-Care regulatory model.




Questions & I
Next Ste p S Contact ACPE

Accreditation Council for
Pharmacy Education

190 S LaSalle St
Suite 3000
Chicago, IL 60602

Email: ceinfo@acpe-accredit.org
Web: www.acpe-accredit.org

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education | acpe-accredit.org
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